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Hiwpv Rassrea, Tas Hindu Ranjiké treats its readers, in this its first issne after the - 
November 18th, 1878. : Puja holdidays, to a brief summary of (gy) 
Cébul Axsirs. __ news, and expresses its fears of the reault, jf a 
England invades Cdébul and the latter is aided by Russia, The two moun- Indis 
tain passes are very difficult, and tell a tale of loss sustained by the insul! 
English in a previous invasion. The Musalman and uncivilized hordes impli 
inhabiting the surrounding hills are a perverse lot; so that if Russia flin ment 
in her assistance, we fear it will not be easy to enter Cabul, though the nativ 
Amir must eventually be defeated. If, however, Russia joins the Afghins Indic 
the powerful English, even with their unlimited sway over India, and the been 
brave and loyal Indian troops to back them, will not find it an easy matter pay 
to effect anything. England should use friendly means to have its frontiers ora 
protected. What has happened that Lord Lytton should all at once have peop 
thought of invading the territories of an independent sovereign? We know Gove 
not what isin reserve for us, if we are made to bear the burden of the an J 
costs of the war in our present state, with famine sorely pressing the woul 
€0 le. | : nons 
_ SANGBAD its 2. The Sangbdd Prabhékar regards it as a curious fact that on the one take 
Movensbor 14th, 1978. The Afghan race and Musalmin hand the Sultan of Turkey, whom all Musul- or re 
Society. mdns look upon as their Caliph, should call inva 
the English the well beloved friends of Muhammadans, and on the other, the reser 
aged ruler of Cabul should be ready to oppose that same British nation. We Afgl 
do not believe that the Musalmadns of India are at all touched by the calamities own 
of the Amir, because he is not looked upon by them with reverence, and does to tl 
not hold among them that religious position which the Sulédn does. Even 7 We, 
Akbar the Great spoke of the Afghans in derogatory terms. The Moslems of cane 
India subscribed largely during the Russo-Zurkish war for the defence of their star 
religion. They look upon Aussia as the enemy and destroyer of their creed Indi 
and will not rest satisfied till they can retaliate on her; and now that 
Afghanistan has allied itself with the latter, can the Muhammadans here ‘ 
be suspected of any sympathy with the Amr, who has sided with the enemy ‘ 
of the Moslem, and refused to listen to the advice of the Sulidn to give up will 
the Russians and be friendly with England? The Amir has committed grea 
a disgraceful act by disregarding the commands and advice of the Moslem will 
Caliph. We-and the Government, too, believe that the Musalmdns of India HR sutfe 
have no sympathy with the Amir. Qur opinion is, that it behoves all Musal- take 
mans in India, even the few who may perhaps sympathize with the 4mm, him 
to wish success to the English in the impending war, a OBnit 
Bnanar Mrure, 8. The Bhdrat Mchir says, it must be remembered that the Amiris Hm resu 
—w*~_eerr ee ss very strong, his army officered and armed on — ence 
iieied the modern system, and therefore we would 
not have it inferred from what we have said above, that it would be advisable 
to attack Cdéu/ in an unprepared state. In Cdbul alone there are 21,000 Rogl 
cavalry and 10,000 infantry, whilst the whole army of the Amir amounts to 
one hundred and fifty thousand strong, which the Uzbeck tribe could increas? had 
by ten or fifteen thousand more, not taking into account the other hill tribes. Hm toric 
In addition to this, there is fear that if the Amér is irritated too much, he who 
may proclaim a Jahdd, the very sound of which, in the ear of a Muhammadan, loya 
would mean indiscriminate pillage, ruin, and loss of life. The war of 1829 Eng 
is an example of this. Whatever may be the state of affairs in Huropé for . 
with reference to the Berlin Treaty, there is no doubt that Russia ba does 
aided and will aid Cabul. The British Government should make its wa On t 


preparations not as if it were going to fight a barbarous nation, but Russia. It ite f 


. #4 
would therefore be as well, as we have said above, to be prepared to give the 
Amir a lesson at the outset. 3 
4, The Prattkdra, referring to the announcement that India will Psarmm, 
have to bear a portion of the costs of the November 1th, 1878. 
_ Afghan war, believes that the saddling of 
India thus may arise from the notion that’ it was India’s Viceroy who was 
insulted. To this the Editor would reply, that the French Government 
implies France, and the British Government Britain; but the Indian Govern- 
ment does not imply India, because, except in a very few instances, the 
natives in general have no share in the administration, Therefore, if the 
- Indian Government has been insulted, the English Government in India has 
heen lowered. By the statement that the Government of India will have to 
pay the cost, is meant that the poor people of India who sell their wives’ 
omaments to enable them to pay their taxes, must be taxed further. The 
people of India cannot be said to be disgraced because the Indian 
Government has been insulted, any more than they would share the glory of 
an English victory over Cabul, Alimasjid, or Jellaldbdd. Such conquest 
would not make the people of India or the Bengalis warriors and heroes, It is 
nonsense to say that we must share in the disgrace of England when we cannot 
take part in the honor. Again, as no race in the world looks upon us with honor 
or respect, so we cannot suffer disgrace in their estimation. The 4/ghdzs, who 
invaded India and ruled at Delhs, know us well as a nation who would not 
resent kicks or blows, and who are considered weak and effeminate. The 
Afghan dare not invade India now. He sits quaking with fear in his 
own country, and why? Because of the English name and prowess. Therefore, 
to the Indian Government, and not to the people, has the insult been offered. 
We, as a loyal people, have been ever ready to fight for the English; but we 
cannot in our present impoverished state bear the costs of war with famine 
staring us in the face. While England is daily diminishing her national debt, 
India’s loans are constantly increasing. 
5. The Murshidabad — _—— the forbearance of ps Koglish = Mozsnroszap 
er in doing all they can to avert war, though the y,.ocre isin. tare. 
eas Amir of Cabul fs intoxicated with pride. —O 
will have to blame himself for his ruin, if he continues obstinate. The 
great point to be considered is, if war unavoidably breaks out, who 
will have to bear the burden of the cost? It is hoped that India will not 
suffer successive famines and be burdened with taxation. The Amr should 
take warning in time, and reflect that it would not be wise or prudent for 
him to engage in war with so powerful a nation as the English. If the 
British lion is once roused, there will be no salvation for the 4mir, and the 
tesult will be that he will always have to wear the rigid chains of depend- 
ence, | 
6. The Aindu Hitaishinit believes that the tone of the London papers, 2:00 Hrrarsarm, 
m : suggesting doubt as to the loyalty of the Native “°”™'" **™ 1°. 
Bagh newspepsra rinces and the ‘Princes, is apt to pain these princes. Not- 
withstanding that the British Government has 
had frequent opportunity of testing the loyalty and good faith of its feuda- 
lories, no good seems to have come of it. There are some Englishmen 
who would wipe these princes off the face of the earth. Can it be feigned 
oyalty in these princes to offer their troops and their own swords to aid the 
oglish Government in war? With these princes to aid; it would be impossible 
or Russia to touch India. We are willing to believe that our Government 
0€s not approve of these caustic effusions of the London Press casting doubt 
on the loyalty of the Native Princes. It behoves our Government to assure 
lg feudatories of its sentiments towards thent. 


The costs of the Cdbul war. 


Som Prakase, 
November 18th, 1878. 
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7. The Som Prakdsh, with a view to make its readers and our 
thoroughly understand each other, gives ty, 
_, Has England in trath lost all sense parables to show how fearful is the work. which 
end the Government has undertaken to accomplish 
in theinvasion of Cdbul. Rdmkénta had become very wealthy and powerfy) 
in his village, and his desire was that every person in the village should be obe. 
dient to his orders, even to the extent of rising and sitting down just when he 
commanded. By chance a rival started up in the village, and he made strenuoys 
efforts to prevent this rival from growing strong. He thereupon informed 
the villagers, that they should neither go to the house of this rival, nor 
suffer him to enter their dwellings. The pusillanimous amongst the 
villagers became subservient to his commands. It could not be expected, 
however, that every one in the village, without distinction, should be devoid 
of intelligence and manliness, so the energetic amongst them told Rémbkénig 
plainly to his face that his orders were very absurd, and not worthy of 
execution ; further, that he was an out-and-out envier and enemy of Ghane- 
shyam (the name of Rdmkdnta’s rival), Why, said they, should we be at 
enmity with Ghaneshydm because you choose to act ashis enemy? Noy, 
Ramkdnid was of a perverse disposition, blinded by self-confidence, and con- 
sequently unable to see things clearly ; he therefore could not comprehend 
the fairness of his plain-spoken neighbours, and thereupon became vexed and 
spoke arrogantly thus to them: “If you do not mind what I command, you 
will get your reward.’’ After this occurrence, he seized and took away the 
dwellings of some who had not obeyed him, the gardens of others, and the 
paddy lands of others. Now, will our rulers feel displeased or pleased 
at this bad conduct, and will they suffer him to act unjustly towards and 
oppress his fellow-villagers? Is not this behaviour of Aémkdnia’s contrary 
to justice, opposed to morality, and the reverse of the behaviour of well 
conducted people? We believe that our readers will now be able to 
understand that the above-mentioned conduct of Rdmkdnia is entirely 
opposed to justice and morality. If this, then, be the conclusion arrived 
at in this case of Rdmkdnta, what kind of behaviour is it that the 
ep of India is prepared to adopt towards the Amér who refuses 
to obey | | 
Secondly. We shall now proceed to illustrate by another parable, 
the action the British Government in seeking forcibly to impose 4 
Resident or Agent on Caébul. If our readers will but for a while patiently 
and attentively read what we are about to say, they will be able perfectly 
to comprehend the behaviour of our rulers in this instance. Gopdllal 
employed a new sarkdr to look after and mauage his business. He did not 
accommodate the sarkdr with a place in his house, but asked a neighbour to 
lodge him. The neighbour, who knew the sarkdr’s character, reflected 
that, by complying with the wishes of Gopdlldi, his own caste, family, 
wealth, life, credit, and honor would be destroyed ; he consequently refused 
compliance with the request. Now, what sort of a person must this Gopdl- | 
léi be, if he uses force and endeavours by all means to get the sarkara — 
place in his neighbour’s house? And can the neighbour be deemed guilty 
of wrong-doing because he did not give the sarkdr a place in his house 
Would ourrulers approve of the conduct of Gopdlldt if he proceeded 1 
oppress his neighbour and snatch away and séize all his movable and im 
movable property? Both are subjects of our Government ; would not there 
fore the one be protected, whilst the other was punished? If this latter, 
then, is held to be punishable for his oppression and tyranny, in what light 
does the action of our rulers stand, who, because the Amir of Gébw, 
on the ground that the admission of a Resident into his country will 
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roductive of future ill to him, refuses to accede to their request, are wrath- 
fully determined to deprive him of his kingdom? Ought not our rulers to be 
blamed for oppression, and would they not be punishable, if there were any one 
in this world able to punish them? Will the one Dispenser: of punishment 
n the next world forgive them or not? Are not oar rulers, too, amenable to 
that Dispenser of justice, who judges the good and bad acts of every indivi- 
dual? There is not the least doubt that if the avr now admits a Resident 
at his court, he will gradually be deprived of his independence; and not only 
30, but he will have to submit to various acts of tyranny. if once the English 
gain access to the country, the tide of fornication will flow into Czébsl and, 
as a consequence, there will be incessant fights with fists and sticks and 
swords. Would this be a pleasant state of affairs? is it right and 
proper for a nation like the English, noted for justice, to seek to intro- 
duce by force these various calamities into an independent and contented 
quiet kingdom ? Are our rulers ignorant of the deplorable state into which 
the Normans brought. the Saxon inhabitants of England after their con- 
quest of that country? Qur present rulers did not themselves suffer all 
these troubles, but their forefathers did; moreover, ali these calamities did 
not pass till the Normans and Saxons became amalgamated. Is there.a 
probability of a like amalgamation between the English and Cdbulese ? If not, 
then the latter will have to suffer much trouble and distress by coming in 
contact with the English. Are not our rulers aware of all this? Is it 
right and proper, wilfully and with full knowledge thus. to cast a whole race 
into trouble and calamity for the mere sake of self-interest? We discern 
no fault in the Amer, he does not covet a single. cowrt (shell used in traffic 
here) of the English, and consequently is guilty of nocrime. The English 
will be accountable for a great crime if they attack the mer without any 
cause or crime on his part, There is no greater crime than the lust of 


conquest, and this has at different times brought great evils into the | 


world; the evil predominating over the good that may have been wrought. 
Jn talking of the lust of conquest bringmg in good, we allude to former 
and not present times. The love of conquest now-a-days is productive 
only of ill. When, as in days of yore, the strong arm was all the boast 
and pride of men, when at regulated every matter, had the predomi- 
_ bance over everything, and thereby kept under its control justice and 
injustice, right and wrong, and all thoughts, then it was that this lust of 
conquest possessed somewhat of lustre; but it is not so now. Bheshma 
is the Commander-in-Chief. He goes alone and ahead of all in his 
war-chariot, and he fights, slaughtering hundreds of thousands of warriors, 
whilst the echoes of victory resound on all sides. “ Bhishma, the great 
warrior and hero,” are the words of applause with which the battle-field 
resounds, and in thus proclaiming hishma a hero, one’s own mind 
comes elevated with pride. Such were the erroneous. ideas of the heroes 
of olden times ;—that it was no crime or fault in one who, with a view to 
make an exhibition of his bravery and heroism, laid ‘waste .countries, pro- 
nnces, and flourishing towns, and caused rivers of human blood to flew over the 
battle-field. Such ideas have since undergone a change, and edacated men 
are fully impressed with the belief that this lust of conquest is agreat-crime. 
ords fail to tell how excessively criminal our rulers will be, and how 
much reproach they will have to bear from civilized society, if they wilfully, 
and with their eyes open to the fact, suffer themselves to be overcome by 
lust of conquest, and attack Cdéu/. Our readers will best be able to 
Understand by an instance how pernicious this lust of conquest is im 
this world. The Ceér of Russia has become, like Napoleon Buonaparte, 
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SaHACHARA, 
November 18th, 1878. 
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filled with the lust of conquest and abounding in evil desires. He has cop. 
quered Turkey and Central Asia, and is looking with covetous eyes op 
Hindustan. . With this view he has got the Amer into his hands, and jg 
seeking to make the approach to India easy. God forbid! but should Russia 
conquer India, and Bengal come into his possession, then the advancement 
which Bengal has made under English protection and favour will all go fo, 
navght. The Bengalis will have to commence learning Russian primers, 
Are our readers unable to comprehend how very bad this will be? Bengalis 
thus unable to go on and prosper, in consequence of being again and again the 
sport of conquest-loving kings and of Providence. Just as she begins to 
feel herself rising in prosperity and affluence, the covetous eyes of some 


sovereign thirsting for conquest, and God’s wrath, fall on her. 


In conclusion, we would wish to remark that the days for this 
lust of conquest have gone by, and it does not sound well to hear that 
our rulers, excited by this ambition, desire to attack Cdbul. The 
Russian Czdér does not possess a quick sense of what is right, and js 
mad with this predominating lust. It is not, however, right for the 
English race, who have a keener perception of duty to place themselves 
under the control of this maddening ambition. Let the English be 
armed and prepared, let Russia be directly opposed, let the Amir of 
Cabul pride himself on Russian aid and strength; but if the Amir gets 
through the Bolan or Khyber Passes and invades India, then let the 
British lion put on his native mien, and no one will blame him, 


neither will any one be ashamed to come forward with proffers of — 


assistance. The Native Princes and people of India, on seeing England 
following justice, will become doubly animated with a desire to give her 
succour, and the troops will fight life in hand. But if England forsakes 
the paths of justice and proceeds to invade Cadul, those who go as her allies 
will do so with a reluctant heart, and they will not be able to grasp the 
weapons of war firmly in their hands,—Just at this stage, the Editor of this 
paper read the English intelligence of the 15th November announcing Jiord 


Lawrence's proposal to form a committee for the re-assembling of Parliament — 
on account of the impending war with Cabul; also Mr. Gladstone’s opposi- 


tion to Lord Beaconsfield’s speech at Guildhall touching the rectification 
of the present Indian Frontier. The Editor feels in -a manner certain, 
from the tenor of the above two items of news, that there will be no war, 
since the principal men of London have shown an aversion thereto. In our 
last issue we remarked, says the Editor, that “from what we knew of the 
English race, we did not believe that they would annex Cabul.” From the 
above two items of intelligence we would ask our readers to judge whether 
the faith we have reposed in English goodness and magnanimity 1s at all 
groundless and erroneous, or is reposed in unworthy persons? Should the 
Indian Government, by invading Cébu/, exhibit their injustice and their 
blind self-seeking, on what good qualities of their rulers will the subjects 
base their trust ? Our readers should pray to God that in our next issue we 


may be able to announce to them that our rulers have relinquished all 
desire to invade Cabul. 


8. The Sahachara says, the Afghdns have been described by the Persian 
The Musalméns, Shere Ali, Russia Poet Saddi as an ignorant, stupid, and con- 


and Eaguad. temptible race, and, being such, they have been 


enchanted by the bribes of Russia and have forsaken their long standing 
friend England. It is certain that Russia has been stirring up strife, and 
will take care to do so elsewhere in Asia, in order to render its opponents 
weak. Whether England or A/ghdnistdn loses, Russia’s game 18 played, 
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‘nasmuch as war will weaken both sides, for it was England that saved 
Turkey from utter destruction. Russia has another object in view, and that 
sto subdue all the Muhammadan races of Central Asia and then make 
hem preach a Jahad (religious war) against England. Russia is noted for 
ts wiles in diplomacy ; the English therefore ought to try and outwit her 
by allying herself with, instead of fighting against, Cébu/, and thus leave 
‘the Musalmdns of Central Asia time to find out Russia’s wiles and tricks. 
Our Government ought to havea Jahdd proclaimed against Russia at once, 
snd thus lower her pride and benefit the whole earth. In this Jahdd England 
‘gould count upon the aid of Turkey; the Uusalmdns of Central Asia would 
‘gin, a8 they detest Russia from the heart, and would, from all that is seen 
and heard of them, espouse the English cause. In conclusion, we would 
aivise our Government to forego war with Cdbul, to excite the Musalmdnse of 
Asia forthwith against Russia, and to give her the due reward of her un- 
becoming pride and haughtiness. 

9, The Bardwan Sunjivant predicis the utter annihilation and defeat of Ba2>wax Saxsrvam, 
the Amir if he attempts to encounter the all- “ovwmber 1 1876. 


‘The Cabul crisis. 


r powerful and wealthy English. In the present 
e embarrassed state of his affairs, with his troops disaffected and nigh 
if starving, he should seek the friendship of the English—advice which the 
is Sultan of Turkey has likewise given him. He will get into trouble 


if he refuses to accept this counsel, and he may perhaps lose his throne 
and kingdom. Whether the English have had cause to be offended with 
the Amtr or not, our advice to him is by any means to avert the anger 

of our Government if he wishes to reign peaceably and independently. 
| 10. The Behar Bandhu is anxious to see what answer the Amir gives _ Bsxaz Baxav, 
to the Viceroy’s ultimatum. If Satan has “"™™*™ 1° 
left him, he will send a conciliatory reply ; 


The ultimatum to the Amir. 


1¢ #m otherwise, and if the reply to this ultimatum is couched in the same harsh 
18 terms as his first answer, he may consider the days of his kingdom numbered. 
'd fl The ultimatum shows how condescending and compassionate Government 
nt has been in allowing the Amir another chance; but if he persists in his 


I- Hi obstinacy, it will go hard with him. 


Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


ur ll. The Dacca Prakdsha regrets to notice the misappropriation of Dacca Pasasz, 
he Native religious trusts andendow- Native religious trusts and endowments origi- November 10th, 1878. 
he ma. nally intended for the benefit of the poor. 
et Ht The Editor feels comforted, however, to see that the Government of Bengal 
ail has taken the matter in hand, and has invited the opinions of the different 
he Musalndn and Hindu associations. In order that the objects of the 


lestators and founders may be properly carried out, we would advise Govern- 
nent to form native committees under the supervision of the chief local 


ve Hl oficers, to whom might be entrusted the management of the funds. To save 
ill Hi these funds, salaried men should not be appointed to look after trust properties. 
en of the Zérakeshawara Mahanta stamp should be studiously avoided, 
” and independent educated native gentlemen, having no selfish objects in 
a New, should be selected to serve on the committees. , 
en 12. The Samdéchér Chandriké notices the impoverishment of the  Ssmacmans 
Dg Waste of the Térakeshwara Fund in  érakeshwara Funds by the various law suits yovember sth, 1678. 
nd * law suits of the two Mahantas, between the two Uahantas, Mddhavagirs and 
r Shydmgiri. The former has, after a hearing of 15 days, just obtained a 


“cree in his favour from the Judge of Hooghly, against which the latter, it 
sald, intends to appeal. In our opinion, neither of these men is fit to sit 


Buaarat Miuie, 
November 14th, 1878. 


Beapat Mruare. 


SamMacuaR 
CHANDRIKA, 


November 15th, 1878, 
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on the gadés (i.e. direct the affaris and worship of the ido 
both are of blemished character. The English Government 
interfere in such religious matters as defining who is fit to act 


l), since. 
sho ald PE 


a BS sebdit (or 
ministering servant of the idol), because they are both gome of the qualif. § 
O 


cations required for such a post. ‘To the Maharaja of Bardwdn should be 
entrusted the duty of nominating the proper person to the sebdit’s office, An 
experienced, wise and religious person should be selected to be the Mahania 
of Tdérakeshwara. : i nee 
18. An anonymous correspondent writing without date to the Bhdra 

License tax operations in Comitlah thir, complains of the high-handed proceed. 
and oppression by the circle officers.  § ings of the license tax circle officers in Coméllg3, 
Fifty or sixty appeals have been daily filed, ever since the issue of the tay 
notices. Of these poor and weeping appellants some gain their livelihood by 
selling bamboos at the usual village Adéés or fairs, others have taken a loan of 
a few rupees to enable them to do a little business in pdx leaf. <A respectable 
person, whose total income is Rs. 1,200, has it set down at Rs. 3,000, 
It is not only the subject but the Government that suffers by these proceed. — 
ings. Everything depends on our worthy Magistrate Mr. Jones, and his deci- 
sion in respect of these appeals. Rumour says that to a circle officer has 
been entrusted the duty of dealing with the appeals; if so, the poor must 

erish. | 
— 14. The Cébul affair has been a windfall for Editors, who can now fill 
up columns and pages with military topics 
will the people of Bengal fare in their and movements of troops. Suppose war | 
— begins and the pride of the Amir is humbled, — 
and Afghanistan falls into the hands of the English, how are our stomachs to 
be filled? War news and correspondence will not satisfy hunger, else we | 
should have no reason to complain. Famine is stalking through the entire 
country, and Bengal, which supplies other lands with grain, is famishing. © 
We lay the blame on the unlucky Imperial Darbdr at Delht, at whose | 
shrine several of the petty princes, some willingly and others against their 
wil, offered heaps of money. There were occasional famines in by-gone 
days, but now famine has become a chronic state of things. In the severe 
famine during Sir George Campbell’s rule, loud wails and cries were to be 
heard all over the province; but since then, although famines of mitigated 
severity have occurred, the people have become inured to them and they submit 
with patience. Lord Northbrook wasa very compassionate man; his heart 
melted at the distress of the people, and he spent money freely to allemate 
it. The famine policy of the Government of India has since changed, and 
the Government does not step forward to aid its unfortunate subjects in any 
way. In no famine did rice sell at less than Rs. 8 a maund, but in several 
places it is now selling at Rs. 6 and Rs. 7, and in Mymensingh the price 
recently rose to Rs. 8 and Rs. 9; and sometimes rice has not been procurable at 
all. The price eubsequently fell to Rs. 7. The poor middle classes are great 
sufferers, as they can neither till nor take to any trade or handicraft. Some 
high officials were offered aid by zaminddrs, but the offer was declined on | 
the ground that it was not yet time to give any assistance. What has God 
destined for us? For to the sufferings of famine must now be added the 
perils of approaching war. 

1b. The Samdchdr Chandrikd exposes the absurdity of the popular 

rumour that the substitution of _ Huropean 
guards for native at Government House, * 
ahi owing to the belief that war has ng 
inevitable, and that our Government is taking precautionary measures, !°7 
fear the Amir should invade British Indian possessions. 


Amidst the present din of war how 


Popular rumour accounting for the 
substitution of European guards for 
native in Government , ath 
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16. The Murshiddbdd Patriké acknowledges the apathy of the 


MuresuipaBap 
Parrika, 
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pill. endowments and trusts made by their ancestors 
and forefathers, and their utter dependence on the English and the Government 
for guidance in all matters, nevertheless he is averse to Government inter- 
ference in religious matters. Officials are ignorant of native character 


and customs, which are very different from European. Interference on the 


part of Government will just result in the constitution of a Committee on 
the municipal model, consisting of Christians as principal, officers, associated 
with say 10 Hindus, five Brahmos, and seven Atheists. The Christian 
Chairman will carry everything before him, and thus Hindu devattars will 
be administered according to Christian rules. The English change the 
aspect of everything with which they interfere. See how the appearance of 
India has changed during a century of .meddling. We must admit that the 
country has derived much benefit, yet with all this, wealth and strength 
have decayed, and even life has been shortened. That is why we say it 
would be better that we should be allowed to arrange our own religious 
affairs ourselves. It does not answer to let Christian interference modify 
and enervate our religious life and even threaten its existence. 

17. The Sangbdd Prabhdkara says, Dr. Tonnerre, the previous incum- 


SANGBapD 
PraBHaKaBa, 


De. Payne and the Caleatta Muniel- bent, was in the habit of visiting daily the november 16th, 1878. 
pality. several portions of the town, and he made 
himself accessible to the people, heard their complaints, and looked after locali- 
ties where sanitation was required. Dr. Payne has never even dreamt of visiting 
such places in the northern portion of the town, which requires more looking 
after than the European quarters along whose roads broughams and buggies 


are driven. Rotten or diseased meat in the new market is looked after; 
but not the dazérs in the native quarters, which are entirely without 
supervision. ‘The Health Officer and a middle class policeman (who also is 


‘paid out of the Municipal Funds) should go rounds of inspection at 


intervals. Has Dr. Payne ever inquired into the way in which the Uriyd 


and native sweetmeat sellers in the town prepare their sweets? Ifhe wereto | 


do so, he would understand how hundreds of the natives are killed. Should 
not such an existing state of things be remedied? He should also inspect 
the worthless English drugs and medicines used in the hundreds of native 
dispensaries which have been set up in the northern portion of the towa. 
18. The Gramvdrta Prakashikad bewails the present sad state of Bengal, 
which, from having bountifully fed its children, 
now has, owing to consecutive famines, herself 
become a suppliant for food. May the great Eden raise on high his 
standard inscribed with love for the people and add lustre to the British 
name. We can say with certainty that Bengal would be for ever grateful 
if he would but stop the exportation of grain. The sixty millions of 
Bengal would ever sing his praises for giving them food toeat. But we have 
very little hope of Mr. Eden being able to stem the tide cf free trade as 
Indicated by the vast exportations from Bengal. | 
19. Lhe Gramvdriad Prakdshikd, in noticing the creation hag some new 
posts as Pound Inspectors, with a view to 
pied Tepe send cheating sad dillonilas amongst the 
Pound Superintendents, would give the following wholesome advice to these 


u Lhe utterly destitute state of Bengal. 


“Inspectors, that the abuses for the correction of which they have been 


appointed might effectually be put a stop to. The visits of the inspectors 
should be frequent, and care should be taken that the Superintendents are 
hot previously made aware of any intending visit, else the object will be 
tustrated. It will not suffice to inspect the accounts, &c. Private inquiries 


GRAMVARIA 
PRaKASHIKA, 


November 16th, 1878. 
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should be set'on foot amongst the people of the village wherein the pound 
is situated, as also in neighbouring villages. We are exceedingly anxioyg 
to see the village pounds placed on a satisfactory basis. 


90. Writing of the stamp revenue and its details as gathered from 
the recent report, the Daccd Prakdésha says 
that the poor people will not easily forget the 
distress occasioned by being obliged to pay Rs. 20 to Rs. 40 for the 
registration of lands yielding an income of Rs. 2 or Rs, 3. People cried ont 
at the oppression then. If some new settlement is to be made during the 
ensuing year to keep up the revenue under this head, and the people have to 
pay some additional court fees, will not this be terrible oppression and 
injustice ? How can unswerving loyalty be expected from subjects who are 
made to bear heavy burdens with a view to increase the income of the State, 
when no inquiry is made into their condition or their ability to pay ? 


Som Paaxass, 21. An anonymous correspondent writing without date to the Soma 
oe Weeding and reform of the Bengal Prakasha fr om Ranig any : having heard that 
Police. Mr. Monro is putting educated men into the 
police, begs that gentleman to turn his attention a little to the Rdniganj 
police. Burglaries occur every, night as also thefts. The residents pass 
their nights in fear and trembling, and know not what means to adopt to 
rid themselves of their troubles. Robberies now take place under the very 
nose of the police (instances are here given of some daring thefts). 


Barpwan Sansrvast, 22. The Bardwan Sanjtvant feels constrained to revert to the subject 

November 19th, 1878. — The exhibition of agriculture and of the exhibition of agriculture and arts in 
arts in Bardwdn. Bardwan. After referring to the very unwise 
means adopted to obtain subscriptions, he goes on to ask the promoters of the 
scheme, whether they have ever known new paddy to sell so high as 16 or 17 
seers in the month of Kdrtth in Bardwan ? Last year it was selling at 26 
and 27 seers for the rupee, and in such times of distress is it proper to, 
hold an exhibition? Itis hoped that if the committee persist in carrying 
out their scheme, the poor labourers, peasants, and artizans will not be deprived 
by the zamindar of the prizes that may be given. It is reported that this 
sort of thing actually happened in connection with the last exhibition. 


Banpwan Sansivast. 23. The Bardwdn Sanjtvant does not approve of the way in which 


_ Mr. Price disposed of the appeals preferred 
against the license tax assessments. His Babu 
officer, on whom he depended, does not show himself to be well acquainted 
with the condition of the tradespeople here, else why all this discontent? 
It would have been better had the duty of assessment been left to a pan- 


chdyet; this would have saved the Collector much trouble and allayed 
dissatisfaction. | 


SAMACHARA 24. The Samdchdra Chandrikd, commenting on the Abkari report, 


CHANDBIK4, 


November 20th, 1878. The abkari report and our future Which announces large profits in every branch, 
prospects. is concerned to think that Bengal is beitg 
gradually ruined by the growing desire among the people for intoxicating 
drugs and liquors. Persons who can scarcely afford food, manage to procure 
liquor. Strange to say, our Lieutenant-Governor considers this a sigm 
that this province is in a prosperous state, because, as he remarks, the people 
can afford to spend money on liquor. We cannot understand how Sir 
Ashley Eden could say this, knowing what he does of the country. He ought 
to know, that confirmed drunkards will go without food and leave their 
families to starve and beg rather than forego their drink. Can this be termed 
prosperity ? From the tables in the report it appears that the consumption 
of liquor, toddy, gdnjd, and opium, is daily increasing: the sale of sidhs an 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
November 17th, 1878. 


Stamp revenue. 


License tax operations in Bardwan. 
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spirits for mixing in articles of manufacture, has decreased. These are, in 
Mr. Eden’s opinion, good signs of the prosperity of the province! O evil 
fortune! Bengal is ruined ! | 

95. The Sangbad Prabhdkara commences the present article with the 
the Famine Commissioner and preliminary remark, that the Cdbul war and 
Mr. Caird. Lord Lytton’s spirited foreign policy have so 
engrossed the time and attention of English hotels and clubs and all 


others, a8 to leave no time for any one to think of the famine in India, 


Our advice to include competent persons from various provinces and loca- 
lities in the Famine Commission, has been left unheeded. ‘We would entreat 
Mr. Caird to see and judge for himself as to the internal state of the coun- 
try, and not depend on what the members of the Commission may tell him 
on this score. He should not listen to the several representations of officials, 
the interested opinions of zaminddrs, or the erroneous views of Missionaries ; 
but make himself personally acquainted with the real state of the class into 
whose deplorable condition he has been deputed to inquire. Forthis pur- 
pose, he must visit every province and district in India. In addition to the 
long Resolution which it is expected the Famine Commission will write, 
Mr. Caird ought to pen a separate one. of his own, which will attract special 
attention. 


LOCAL. 


26. The Murshidabad Patrikd, in along article, complains of the great 
Complaint about the Nalhati State inconvenience, distress, and trouble which pas- 
malway. sengers suffer on the Nalhatt and Azimganj 


State Railway, and says that if the present rate of fares does not give a 
sufficient income, people are ready to pay two pice amile, or any other 
rate, but they must have comfort. The Editor gives vivid details of the 
overcrowding on the 4th November last. On the Mogulseras and Jamdi- 
pore branch lines of the East Indian Railway no such trouble is experienced ; 
why should it be different on the Nalhate branch ? 
27. The Graémvdrtad Prakdshikd, in continuation of previous articles as 
Road Cess and the want of proper to the want of proper roads in the Kushitd 
roads in the Kuehtid sub-division. sub-division, goes on to say that a road is 
sadly wanted from Ddmukdid to Junidddéha, an important village, and the 
dwelling place of many respectable people and wealthy zamindars. The pro- 
posed road should pass through Khemirdéyard, Gopdlnagar, Bahadarpur, and 
Raitar to Juniddéha. Without such a roa intercourse during the rains, 
especially between the above places, is well nigh impossible. Next, Hari- 
nardydnpur is the principal mart here; a road should be constructed from 
this place, passing through Aasnt and joining the Kushtia road. The want 
of a road like the above has proved very detrimental to the interests of the 
surrounding country. Mr. Anderson, the Magistrate, pays much attention to 
the roads and ghats of the place, and a personal inspection by him during his 
winter tour of the places mentioned above, would enable him to judge of the 
actual state of the country. 
28. Zdrdcharan Mukerji, a correspondent of the Sahachara, gives a long 
Riotous conduct of four Sailors in account of the riotous conduct of four Huro- 
mane. pean sailors in Chittagong under the influence 
of liquor, for which they were taken up by the police and subsequently 
entenced by the Magistrate. In connection with this, the correspondent 
Would urge upon Government to have the well-known grog-shops in the 
Andarkilla (within the fort), and Baksirhdt, Lamarbdzar, and Jorbanigan 
temoved elsewhere so as to prevent drunkenness and depredations. 


SanaBap 
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29. The Sangbdd Purnachandrodaya learns with surprise of grog. 
shops in Calcutta selling liquor through ‘s 
private wicket after the regulated hour fo 
closing. The police chowkiddérs do not check the practice in the 
least. 
80. The Bardwdn Sanjtvant, under its local heading, states that 
Malarious fever in Bardwdn on the malarious fever 8 gradually but steadily 
increase. increasing on all sides. It would benefit the 
district if charitable dispensaries were, as before, opened out. Lakhs of 


Sale of liquor after hours. 


rupees are being expended in the war with Cabul; what objection is there | 


to spending something to save the lives of the poor in the district of Bard. 


wan, the reputed birth-place of the fever. 


SaAMACHARA 
CHANDRIKA, 


November 20th, 1878. 
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CHANDRIKA, 


November 21st, 1878. 
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CHaNDBIKA. 


Dacca Praxasn, 
November 10th, 1878. 


31. A correspondent has written to the Samdchara Chandrikd, saying 


Chelan: tn the Chmnderesasio ville. that cholera has broken out with virulence jp 
ges and fever from Bali to Bansberia. the outlying villages of Chandernagore and 


in the town itself. Seventy people died in one day of this disease. Fever 


of various types has appeared in the villages lying on the banks of the river | 


Hooghly, stretching from Bal to Kdnsbertd. There is no counting the 
numbet of deaths which occur in a day. 


82. <A correspondent informs the Samdchard Chandrika of epidemic — 


Epidemic fever in Ichdpore, Howrah, fever raging with great virulence in the Ichi 
and villages across the water and ore village contiguous to Barrackpore. Two 


Ee or four people are dying daily of this disease, 
which, if it continues, bids fair to depopulate the village in three or four 
months. Almost all neighbouring villages around Calcutta, as also Howrah, 
Shibpore, and Rdmkishiopore have been visited with this fever. It behoves 
Government, if from no other motive, at all events from pure religious charity, 
to distribute medicines in these places and thus save their subjects, who 
will eventually recoup Government by paying taxes. At present people are 
dying off for want of medical aid. 
33. The Sdmachard Chandrika \earns that the Calcutta washermen have 
The Calcutta washermen’s club ang banded together, and formed a club, in conse- 
strike. quence of the imposition of an Imperial tax 
of Rs. 25. The writer says that the following rules have been framed for 
the observation and guidance of members. First, the clothes of Europeans 
to be washed at Rs. 6, and of natives at Rs. 3 a hundred, and each 


piece at 8 pice. Second, monthly wages to be increased by one-half. | 


Third, delay in payment will subject the delinquent to the penalty of not 
having his clothes washed till he pays duwn the sum due, and no washerman 
is to take up the work of another without the previous consent of the first 
employé. Fourth, infraction of any of the above rules will subject the 
offending member to any fine which the other members may think fit to 
impose. The writer concludes by saying that the rate of Rs. 3 will press 
hard on the poor natives, who will scarcely be able to live in Calcutta under 
such a combination of barbers and washermen. Government ought to 
exempt these two classes from payment of the Imperial tax. 


FAMINE. 


84. Dhémrdi, says the Dacca Prakésha, was once important enough to be 
Deplorable state of DidmrdiinEastern Tegarded as the chief city of astern Bengal. 
— It has not now a single individual who can 
be called rich. The respectable families of Ardhmins, Kdyasthas, and Vasdyas 
in it are scarcely able to get food for themselves. Tnere are about 700 dwell- 


ings inhabited by weavers, whose trade has been ruined by the large gs at 
tions of foreign manufacture: these men are in want. <A petition for relie 
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was presented on their behalf to the Commissioner of Dacca. It devolved 
on the Officiating Commissioner, Mr. Lyall, to deal with it, and he replied, 


paying, “ that he saw nothing in the case of the petitioners to distin- 


ish it from that of other villages, and that they could get work by applying 
to the Magistrate.” Now the work consisted in four /akhs of feet of earth- 
work to be constructed for the Nurpur road. It isa matter of no little 
surprise to see @ person who has worked his way up from the Assistant 
Magistrate to the Officiating Commissioner of Dacca being ignorant of the 
peculiar features of Dhamrat, and ignorant too of the fact that the respectable 
people of this village, as well as the weavers, artizans, and braziers, would rather 
die than betake themselves to the spade. Mr. Lyall’s reply has not. onl 
rieved, but astonished us. The people of this village would surrender life 
rather than sacrifice self-respect and honor. It was not wise thus to insult them. 

85. An anonymous correspondent, writing without date to the Bhdrat 
Mthir, says that the people of Nagarbari, 
who had been suffering from famine, but 
had been looking forward with hope to the forthcoming winter crop, have 
been doomed by Providence to disappointment. In addition to this, the 
place has been visited with a kind of red and green locusts, about six angulis 
long, which have destroyed the paddy fields. The peasants are bewailing 
their sad lot. 3 

36. Ragundth Dikshit, a correspondent, writes to the Hducation Gazette 
from Jdéldnpur, in the district of Bankuré, stat- 
ing that, although there has been a full crop of 
paddy, yet rice is selling at Rs. 18-8 per maund, a circumstance for which 
he cannot account. He knows not why God has afflicted the Jand with fell 
diseases, untimely deaths, and starvation. 

37, An anonymous correspondent, writing to the Bhdrat Mihir, from 
Nagarpur, says that famine has assumed a 
dire aspect in this place; rice selling at Rs. 5 
amaund, and other edibles scarcely to be had. The people are in great dis- 
tress. In addition to this, cholera has made its appearance and carries off one 


State of Nagarbdri. 


State of the zillah of Bdnkurd. 


State of Ndgdrpur. 


_ or two people daily. 


88. The Chittagong a of the a ey ec oe 
The sta arge exportations of rice are being made from 
in Chittagong. a A The Nodkhal rice-boats cannot 
land their cargoes here. There has Loos a good fall of rain, and dap rice 1s 
selling at 12 seers to the rupee, and dshw at 15 and 16 seers. It is reported 
that this latter description of paddy is selling at Rs. 2-6 a maund at Wydmpur. 
The dshu stock of rice is still being consumed, and will continue to be so till the 
dméin comesin. It is hoped that, with a good crop of dman, the price of rice 
in Chittagong will fall. Worms and insects have committed much havoc. 
All other edibles are very dear. 
39. The Bdlidté correspondent of this paper writes that the people 
a <a are suffering much from scarcity of food-grains. 
nee eee & See In Sambhuganj, Ambalé, Netrakond, within 
the Mymensingh district, rice, which had been previously selling at 
Rs.6 and Rs. 7 per maund, has fallen to Rs. 5. Babu Brajendrakumar 
Rdi Chaudhri, the zaminddr, is assisting the people by selling rice and paddy 
to them cheap, and giving it gratis to those who cannot buy. Babu Jaggach- 
chundra Rai Chaudhuri, zaminddr, is distributing rice gratis, and has 
increased the pay of his amlds. The condition of the poor school-masters, 
however, is not looked after in all this distress. The Sdéwrid Nads has 
already dried up, and this will put astop to import, and so injure the district. 
e have often brought this matter to notice, but without elfect. 


Brarat Mrure, 
November 14th, 1878. 


EpvucatTion GazstTTe 
November 16th, 1868. 


Boarat Mrarp, 
November 14th, 1878. 


Dacca PraxkasnHa, 
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Dacca PrakasHa. 
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40, ‘An anonymous correspondent writing to the Som Prakdaha, says 
that the inhabitants of Bdgérhdt, in 


the sub- 


Great distress in Bdgérhat, Jessore. = 4-5 on of Khulnd, zillah J essore, are suffer; 


severely. from famine in consequence of the bora crop of paddy, the staple food 


of the indigent of this place, having failed ; added to this the greedy and extor. 
tionate mahdjans are pressing the poor peasants for the repayment of thei 
loans. These and other practices of the mahdjans in defrauding the poor 
when selling paddy and rice to them, should attract the notice of Govern. 
ment. This market of Adghdt is within the attached estate of Rémnagar, 
of which the manager is Babu Pramadacharan Mukerji, who is likewise 
asked to look into the above conduct of the mahdjans. <A low caste.woman 
was recently offering her young girl for sale in this Ad¢ for 12 annas. Some 
people, however, supplied her with food and pice for that day, and put a stop 
to the contemplated sale. 


MIscELLANEOUS. 


4). The Som Prakdsha, in announcing its 19th anniversary, says that 

ie chien adatiniene eh the the new year bodes well. A full crop of paddy 
Som Prakdsha and the in-coming year’s has been produced; disease by accounts from 
—— various places has abated in virulence; and 


the preparations for ‘war appear to be buta mere exhibition of strength, like 
the Malta Expedition. Our prayer to Godis that He may give our rulers 
wisdom to stay war and alleviate suffering. 
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